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The present invention relates to a matrix for sustained-release 
preparation comprising an ester formed at a terminal carboxyl group of 

straight-chain polyester which essentially consists of an 
. alpha . -hydroxymonocar boxy lie acid. The matrix is stable to light, 

moisture, coloring etc., and is of low toxicity. The sustained-release 
preparation produced by using the ester of the present invention offers 
stable drug release over an extended period of time, ensuring sustained 
stable effect. Furthermore, the sustained-release preparation does not 
show excess drug release just after administration. 
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AB A microcapsule produced by preparing a water- in-oil emulsion comprising 

an inner aqueous layer containing said water-soluble drug and a drug 
retaining substance therefor and an oil layer containing a polymer 
substance, then thickening or solidifying said inner aqueous layer to a 
viscosity of not lower than about 5000 centiposes and finally 

subjecting 

the resulting emulsion to in water drying gives prolonged release of 
water-soluble drug. 
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SUMM . . . the kind and type of said water-soluble drug. Thus, for 
example, biologically active polypeptides and other antibiotics; 
antitumor agents, antipyretics, analgesics, antiinflammatory 
agents, antitussives and expectorants, sedatives, muscle relaxants, 
antiepileptics , antiulcer agents, anti-depressants, antiallergic drugs, 
cardiotonics, ant i -arrhythmic agents, vasodilators, antihypertensive 
diuretics, . 

SUMM The aforementioned antipyretic, analgesic and antiinflammatory 

drugs include, for instance, sodium salicylate, sulpyrine, sodium 
flufenamate, sodium diclofenac, sodium indomethacin, morphine 
hydrochloride, pethidine hydrochloride, levorphanol. . . Examples of 
said sedatives include chlorpromazine hydrochloride, prochlorperazine, 
trifluoperazine, atropine sulfate and scopolamine methylbromide . The 
muscle relaxants include, among others, pridinol 

methanesulf onate , tubocurarine chloride and pancuronium bromide. The 
antiepileptics include, for instance, sodium phenytoin, ethosuximide , 
sodium acetazolamide and chlordiazepoxide hydrochloride. Examples. 
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CLM What is claimed is: 

21. A granular delayed -re lease form of pharmaceutically active 
substances according tix claim 13, characterised in that the active 
substance is pridinol o^ a pharmaceutically acceptable salt 
thereof . . . -^'^^ 
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